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TONIGHT! SHANA CARROLL’S THE ATTIC: THINGS I’VE SEEN WHILE LYING ON MY BACK 
MAKES ITS WORLD PREMIERE, OPENS THE GOODMAN’S 2026/2027 SEASON

***VIDEO OF THE 7 FINGERS’ GENRE-AND-GRAVITY-DEFYING NEWEST PRODUCTION, FEATURING CHICAGO’S TYLER MEREDITH AMONG ITS GLOBAL CAST, IS NOW AVAILABLE***

[image: ](CHICAGO, IL) The Goodman begins its 2026/2027 Season tonight with Tony Award-nominated former trapezist Shana Carroll’s heart-stopping, high-flying The Attic: Things I’ve Seen While Lying on My Back. Written, directed and choreographed by Carroll, the company of performers features Chicago’s Tyler Meredith (Inherit the Wind, The Penelopiad) with circus artists from Montreal’s world-renowned The 7 Fingers: Fran Alvarez, Melvin Diggs, Eduardo De Azevedo Grillo, Kalani June, Anna Kichtchenko, Nancy Luna, Santiago Rivera Laugerud, Alexandra Royer and Lucy Tan. Video and additional photos are now available. The world-premiere production of The 7 Fingers’ The Attic: Things I’ve Seen While Lying on My Back appears in the 856-seat Albert Theatre through October 4. For tickets ($34 - $139; subject to change), call 312.443.3800 or purchase online at GoodmanTheatre.org/Attic. The Goodman is grateful for the support of the sponsors of The Attic: Perelman Performing Arts Center | PAC NYC (Commissioning Partner), Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, JP Morgan Chase & Co (Lead Corporate Sponsor) and Abbott Fund (Corporate Sponsor Partner).

“It all started one day while undergoing a medical procedure. I watched the bridge of the CT scanner drift in and out of my gaze and thought, ‘Wow, I could tell the story of my life through all the things I’ve seen while lying on my back!’ And so, The Attic began,” said Shana Carroll, a former trapeze artist and Cirque du Soleil soloist as well as a co-founding artistic director of The 7 Fingers, where she has directed, written and choreographed since 2002, including productions of Passengers, Cuisine and Confessions, Seqence 8 and Traces. “From memories of my childhood attic bedroom, to becoming a trapeze artist who swung from rafters for a living; from my mother’s bed to my child’s bed; from giving birth to confronting my own mortality—those views from below were all pivotal chapters in my life story. I invite you to receive this show with your left and right brains at once. Accompanying the literal narrative is physical, visual and acrobatic language aiming to tell a fuller story than any one of those forms could tell on its own.”

Carroll’s wildly imaginative, ground-breaking memoir takes theater to new heights. Inspired by her mesmerizing life story, a company of fearless performers transforms memory into daring aerial feats that are as moving as they are breathtaking. In the air, on the floor and from the heart, The 7 Fingers brings its “thrillingly modern brand of circus” (Time Out New York) to The Goodman in this moving new work that embraces the fear and courage of being human. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Shana Carroll is Cofounding Artistic Director of the The 7 Fingers. Since its inception in 2002, Shana has directed, written and choreographed a dozen or so of their touring and/or resident shows, including Passengers, Cuisine and Confessions, Sequence 8 and Traces. Shana’s collaborations extend beyond The 7 Fingers proper, and in 2024 was Co-choreographer and Circus Designer for Water For Elephants on Broadway, for which she received the Chita Rivera award for Best Choreography, as well as a Tony, Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circles nominations in the same category. Other notable works include: Director and Creator of Cirque du Soleil’s Crystal; Acrobatic Designer and Choreographer of Cirque du Soleil’s shows Iris (Los Angeles) and Paramour (Broadway); Circus Designer and Co-creator of the immersive night club experience Queen of the Night (New York City); Co-choreographer of the Medieval Segment of the Sochi Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony; Director and Choreographer of Cirque du Soleil’s performance at the 84th Academy Awards. In 2023, Shana was honored as a Compagne des Arts et des Lettres du Québec, from the Conseils des Arts et Lettres du Québec, as a recognition for her contribution to Quebec culture. A former trapeze artist of 20 years, a Cirque du Soleil soloist, and an alumni of Montreal’s National Circus School, Shana first got her start in San Francisco’s Pickle Family Circus.  She is originally from Berkeley, California.

Tyler Meredith makes her The 7 Fingers debut in The Attic. Chicago credits include: Inherit the Wind, The Penelopiad, The Cherry Orchard, Twilight Bowl, Graveyard Shift/New Stages (Goodman Theatre); Little Women (Northlight Theatre); Campaigns, Inc. (Timeline Theatre); Translations, Eurydice, Mystery of Love and Sex (Writers Theatre); The Tempest, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Chicago Shakespeare Theater); A Christmas Carol (Drury Lane Theatre); The Columnist (American Blues Theater). Regional credits include: The 39 Steps (Indiana Repertory Theatre/Syracuse Stage); Barefoot in the Park (Peninsula Players Theater); A Phoenix Too Frequent (American Players Theatre); At The Wedding, Miss Bennet: Christmas At Pemberley, My Father’s War (TheatreSquared). TV/Film credits include Chicago Fire. Tyler is a graduate of Interlochen Arts Academy, School at Steppenwolf and the University of Illinois-Chicago.

Company of The 7 Fingers’
The Attic 
Things I’ve Seen While Lying on My Back
Written, Directed and Choreographed by Shana Carroll

Cast...Fran Alvarez, Melvin Diggs, Eduardo De Azevedo Grillo, Kalani June, Anna Kichtchenko, Nancy Luna, Tyler Meredith, Santiago Rivera Laugerud, Alexandra Royer, Lucy Tan

Creative Team

Lead Producer…Tina Diab
Executive Producer…David Dower
Co-Producer...Théâtre St-Denis, Montréal, QC  
Musical Director/Composer...Colin Gagné
Scenic Designer...Ana Cappelluto
Costume Designer...Marie Chantale Vaillancourt
Lighting Designer...Alexander Nichols
Projection Designer...Johnny Ranger
Production Manager...Emanuelle Kirouac
Director of Touring and Special Events…Kevin Bissonnette
Associate Director...Louis Joyal
Technical Director...Delphine Quenneville
Projection Project Manager...Dominique Hawry
Head Rigger...Max Jouanneau
Head of Sound...Jean-Félix Des Rochers-Lamarche
Head of Lighting...Lorianne Foisy
Head Carpenter...Benoît Rouillard
Scenic Painting...Marie-Claude Pion
Scenography Assistant...Jiyeon Lee
Video Assistant...Nadia Agrebi
Costume Assistant...Pascale Bassani
Assistant Lighting Designer...Madeleine Reid
Production Assistant...Louise Vicet
Line Producer...Adam Belcuore

Casting by Louis Bourgaut. Additional Casting by Lauren Port, CSA. Christelle Vitupier is the Production Stage Manager and Tour Manager. Nikki Blue is the Production Coordinator.

ENHANCED AND ACCESSIBLE PERFORMANCES
Visit GoodmanTheatre.org/Access for more information about The Goodman’s accessibility efforts.

ASL-Interpreted...September 25 at 7:30pm – An ASL interpreter signs the action/text as played.
Audio-Described...September 26 at 2pm; Touch Tour; 12:30pm – Action audibly enhanced via headset.
Spanish-Subtitled...September 26 at 7:30pm – Spanish-translated dialogue via LED sign.
Open-Captioned...September 27 at 2pm – LED sign presents dialogue in sync with the performance.

ABOUT THE 7 FINGERS

The 7 Fingers (Les 7 Doigts) is an arts collective unlike any other. In 2002, the 7 founders set out to redefine circus by stripping down the spectacle to its thrilling essence.

The contemporary company tells stories using death-defying acrobatics with a life-affirming theatricality that is unique to The 7 Fingers. Since its inception, the company has expanded from its own signature touring shows to creating theatrical experiences as diverse as the very artistic directors themselves: original productions varying from intimate one-man shows to large-scale arena performances, Broadway musicals, artistic collaborations with renowned international artists and companies, production design and direction, special events, Olympic ceremonies, televised performances, fashion, art and music events, immersive experiences and much more. 

Every one of these projects carries The 7 Fingers’ unequivocal mark. The company has consistently spread its horizons by mixing genres and exploring new ways to tell stories. Fascinated by the human condition, The 7 Fingers create performances that celebrate our world, our time and our humanity. Their shows tour the globe and bring audiences to their feet wherever they go. 

Today, The 7 Fingers’ work can be experienced both on tour and in long-running productions. In San Francisco, Dear San Francisco, created by Shana Carroll and Gypsy Snider, celebrates five years at Club Fugazi, where it has become a permanent fixture of the city’s cultural landscape. The company is also preparing HEREDIS, a new live production inspired by the world of Assassin’s Creed, opening in Montréal in December 2026 before heading to Paris in early 2027.

[bookmark: _Hlk67049074]ABOUT THE GOODMAN

Since 1925, The Goodman has been a theatrical home for artists and a gathering space for Chicagoland, where bold stories spark connection, conversation and change. Now, as it enters its second century, The Goodman builds on that legacy with an eye toward the future. Under the leadership of Walter Artistic Director Susan V. Booth and Executive Director John Collins, the theater continues to champion new work—following hundreds of plays developed and a national reputation for commissioning and premiering original stories by living writers—while reimagining classics and producing large-scale musicals.

But The Goodman’s reach today extends beyond its home in the heart of the Loop. From the intimate magic of The Magic Parlour, now in its third year, to the boundary-pushing world of Theater of the Mind—an immersive experience that blurs the lines between science, storytelling and sensation—and from citywide initiatives like 100 Free Acts of Theater to partnerships with artists and companies across Chicago and around the world, The Goodman is expanding what theater can be, and where it can live.

At its core, The Goodman is driven by a belief that a more empathetic, more connected city is built one story at a time. Generation-spanning productions and programs offer theater for a lifetime—from babies and young children to teens, adults and seniors—including Theater for the Very Young (ages 0–5) and the beloved annual A Christmas Carol, which has welcomed audiences for five decades. Education and Engagement programs, led by Clifford Director Jared Bellot and based in the Alice Rapoport Center, use the tools of theater to spark imagination, reflection and belonging—reaching thousands each year, the majority from underserved communities.

With nearly 200 world or American premieres, two Pulitzer Prizes, 22 Tony Awards and nearly 200 Joseph Jefferson Awards, The Goodman remains a defining force in American theater—and the first to produce all 10 plays of August Wilson’s American Century Cycle. The theater also frequently serves as a production partner—from national and international companies to Chicago’s Off-Loop theaters—to help amplify a wide range of theatrical voices.

Founded by William O. Goodman and his family in memory of playwright Kenneth Sawyer Goodman, the theater carries forward a legacy of artistic ambition and civic generosity. With the help of Mr. Goodman’s descendants—Albert Ivar Goodman and his late mother, Edith-Marie Appleton—that spirit continues to shape its future as The Goodman expands its impact across Chicago and beyond. Marsha Cruzan is Chair of the Goodman Theatre Board of Trustees; Diane Landgren is Women’s Board President; and Christopher Way is President of the Scenemakers Board for Young Professionals.

The Goodman stands on the unceded homelands of the Council of the Three Fires—the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations—and acknowledges the many other Nations for whom this land now called Chicago has long been home, including the Myaamia, Ho-Chunk, Menominee, Sac and Fox, Peoria, Kaskaskia, Wea, Kickapoo, and Mascouten. The Goodman is proud to partner with the Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum (Gichigamiin-Museum.org) and the Center for Native Futures (CenterForNativeFutures.org)—organizations devoted to honoring Indigenous stories, preserving cultural memory, and deepening public understanding.

—30—
	
	
	



	
	
	



image3.jpg
AP

A e A

e e i N

A R




image2.png
GOODM AN




