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WELCOME
“An ar t ist ’s  duty,  as far as I ’m concerned, is  to reflect the t imes . ”  — Nina Simone

Early in the program, I  had the oppor tunity to spend a morning with this ensemble 

exploring how our identit ies and l ived experiences shape how we experience the world 

and the stories we tel l .  As we wrestled with those ideas together,  I  kept returning to one 

simple phrase: Context is  key.

What brought me the greatest joy wasn’t  that conversation—it was what happened  

next .  Ever y t ime I  wandered back into the hal ls of the Al ice Rapopor t Center for 

Education and Engagement,  I ’d inevitably be met with a mischievous grin and a 

whispered, “Context is  key!” What began as a simple phrase had become par t of  

the ensemble’s shared language.

That transformation didn’t  happen by accident .  Over more than 130 hours together,  an 

extraordinar y team of Teaching Ar t ists cult ivated an environment where considering 

context became a habit of mind. Through rehearsal ,  movement,  music and conversation, 

they invited these young ar t ists to explore the social ,  pol it ical and cultural  contexts of 

musical theater,  asking not only how stories are told,  but why, whose stories are centered 

and what those stories ask of us .

This ensemble discovered that ar t doesn’t  happen in a vacuum. It  is  shaped by our l ived 

experiences,  our histories and our communit ies .  They came to understand that ar t making 

is more than a creative act—it is  a way of engaging with the world.  Stories help us make 

sense of our moment,  deepen empathy and invite us into conversation.  They learned that 

ar t istr y isn’t  only about technical excel lence; it ’s  about curiosity,  compassion and the 

courage to pay attention.

That spir it  l ives at the hear t of Awaken, My Love .  This showcase celebrates young ar t ists 

who have grown not only as per formers,  but as thoughtful  stor ytel lers who understand 

that the work they create is  informed by the world around them and, in turn,  has the 

power to shape how we see it .

At The Goodman, we bel ieve the ar ts create oppor tunit ies to imagine, share and connect . 

This ensemble is  a power ful  reminder of what is  possible when young people are trusted 

with meaningful  questions and suppor ted by those  who bel ieve deeply in their  potential .

My deepest thanks to our extraordinar y Teaching Ar t ists—McKenzie Chinn,  Kyle  

Anthony Cor tés,  Darian Tene Hicks,  Sonia Goldberg, Matthew Harris and Taylee Heldt—

for creating a space where these young ar t ists could grow as ar t ists,  col laborators and 

engaged cit izens.  Thank you as wel l  to Associate Director of Education Tyra Bul lock  

for your steadfast suppor t of our Teaching Ar t ists and your unwavering commitment  

to young people.

To famil ies,  fr iends and Goodman community:  thank you for celebrating these young 

ar t ists and making space for their  voices.  I  hope Awaken, My Love  leaves you inspired by 

their  ar t istr y,  chal lenged by their  questions and reminded—as this ensemble reminded 

me al l  summer—that great ar t begins by paying attention to the world around us.

Enjoy the show.



“RISE TO THE TOP,  
OR DROP”

“MY WHOLE WORLD 
IS A STAGE.”

“I ’M A WEIRDO BUT 
I ’M REAL THOUGH <3”

“ALWAYS STUNTI N’ ,  LOOK 
STUN NI N’ EVERY NIGHT”

“‘GOD SHALL SUPPLY ALL 

YOUR NEED’ PHILLIPPIANS 4:19”
“I ’M NEVER QUIE T 
ON THE CREEK.”

“I ’M WILLI NG TO  
WAIT FOR IT”

“KEEP YOUR DREAMS 

ALIVE WITH CONSISTENCY”

“JUST A GIRL I N 
THE WORLD!”

“L ADIES L ADIES ONE 
AT A TIME”

“I  ALWAYS RISE TO 
THE CHALLENGE”

“ARTIST TRYI NG TO 
FULFILL THEIR DUT Y”

ANGEL HUERTA AVA TUREK AVERY LEVIT T

AVI GROSSMAN BRIAN NE DAVIS CHLOE HI NDS

DANICA PAVIC ELISABE TH CAMI ELLYAN NA STEARN

EMMA SEN NE T T E THAN CHAN EZEKIEL RUIZ

CAST ( I N ALPHABE TICAL ORDER)



CAST ( I N ALPHABE TICAL ORDER)
CONT’D

“SHE’LL RISE UP TO 
ANY CHALLENGE”

“SLOW & STEADY 
WI NS THE R ACE”

“HOPE YOU ALL ENJOY THE SHOW! 

LOVE BUBBLELICIOUS 💗”

“THANK YOU FOR 
TRULY LOVI NG ME”

“NO SENTENCES, JUST 
FIX MY CROWN!”

“L AL AL AL AL AL AL A <3”

“THE GREATEST JOY I N 
LIFE. . .L AUGHI NG”

“I ’M LYL A AND I  LOVE 
THEATER!”

“YEAR FOUR, I  GREW  
UP HERE”

“FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT  

OF FAITH -1  TIMOTHY 6:12”
“I  FI NALLY FOUND  
MY CUTIE MARK!!”

“I ’M AN OR ANGE  
MOON, REFLECTI NG.”

FR ANCESCA RUGGIERI GIA MONE T HI NTI N ISABELL A OYOL A

K AVIA K AKODK AR KERRY (BOSS) T YUS LIZZ Y HARR

LONDON WARSAW LYL A TATAR A MARCELI NA JOH NSON

MARIAH HICKS NATALIE A .  FREY TES NYAI NEVAEH



CAST ( I N ALPHABE TICAL ORDER)
CONT’D

“IGNITES THE NIGHT WITH 

PASSIONATE FIRE ! ! !”
“ I  AM THE SUN, OCEAN, 
AND PEARL.”

“I ’LL BE HONEST,  
I  GOT NOTHI N’”

“AND THE WORLD STILL 
KEEPS SPI N NI NG ”

“GODDESS ON STAGE, 
HUMAN WHEN ALONE ”

“BE THE CHANGE”

REN NELSON RENE HARRIS SAM RUBIO

URIEL CASTAÑEDA URIEL MARTI NEZ VALENTI NA SISO

“SPARKLY UNICORN,  
YOU JUST CAN’T TELL!”

VIOLE T FLEISCHHACKER



Thank you to band musicians Paul Mut zabaugh (bass)  and Noel Streaker (percussion); 
Cam Frontain;  Alber to Mendoza; Hugo Hentoff ;  Em Casi l las;  the cast of Iceboy!; 
Goodman’s Education and Engagement Committee and our Education and Engagement 
sponsors (ful l  l ist ing on the last page) for al l  your suppor t!

TEACHING ARTISTS

“ANALOG GIRL I N  
A DIGITAL WORLD”

“LOVE, L AUGH, LOVE 
AGAI N FOR JAN.”

“TENOR-COMPOSER-

PERFORMER | LE T’S BE REAL”

“DHONIS,  MY SON,  
DAWN, MY SUN”

MCKENZIE CHI N N

TAYLEE HELDT

KYLE ANTHONY CORTÉS 

DARIAN TENE HICKS

“HONORED TO MAKE HIS 
GOODMAN DEBUT!”

MAT THEW HARRIS

“ROOTI NG FOR YOU!  
(YES,  YOU!)”

SONIA GOLDBERG



MUSICAL NUMBERS 
& SCENES

Rush choreographed by Ezekiel  Ruiz

Scooby by corook

MTI GPT1

To Be Real by Cher yl  Lynn

Money GPT

Money from Cabaret

Dollar by I  Am Roze

Sprinkles of Grief featuring Ezekiel  Ruiz and Marcel ina 
Johnson

MTI GPT 2

Rain by The Teskey Brothers

Ear th Song by Michael Jackson

Home by Warsan Shire

Shadowland from The Lion King

MTI GPT 3

To Live,  To Love, To Lose by Lizzy Harr;  choreographed by 
Brianne Davis and Ezekiel  Ruiz

Home from The Wiz

Human Again from  Beauty and the Beast



ABOUT MUSICAL  
THEATER INTENSIVE
The Goodman’s Musical Theater Intensive (MTI)  is  an entirely FREE, 
f ive-week pre-professional program, introducing and supplementing 
the musical theater knowledge of 14 to 18-year-old students in the 
Chicago metropolitan area. Held at The Goodman, this program 
gives students the oppor tunity to learn ski l ls  from local theater 
professionals as they enter the r igorous world of musical theater 
per formance.

MTI acquaints students to the demanding l i festyle of per formers as 
they refine their  ski l ls  in:

     •  Acting 

     •  Playwrit ing/Creative Writ ing 

     •  Improv 

     •  Physical Theatre 

     •  Ensemble Work 

     •  Viewpoints 

Designed to bui ld spaces that val idate the voices of its par ticipants 
and examine their  own potential  for creativity,  MTI introduces 
students to the essential  elements of the creation of musical 
theater,  culminating in a per formance on the Goodman’s stage. 
This ensemble-building program invites students to look beyond the 
l ights and sounds of Broadway to the social ,  pol it ical ,  and cultural 
implications of musical theater.



ABOUT THE GOODMAN 
Since 1925,  The Goodman has been a theatrical home for ar t ists and 
a gathering place for Chicago—where bold stories spark connection, 
conversation and change. Now entering its second centur y,  The 
Goodman builds on that legacy with an eye toward the future.  Led by 
Walter Ar t ist ic Director Susan V.  Booth and Executive Director John 
Col l ins,  the theater continues to champion new work—building on a 
national reputation for commissioning and premiering original stories 
by l iv ing writers—while reimagining classics and producing large-
scale musicals .  Today, The Goodman’s reach extends far beyond 
its Loop stages.  From the int imate wonder of The Magic Parlour  to 
immersive experiences l ike Theater of the Mind ,  the organization 
is  expanding what theater can be, and where it  can l ive.  Citywide 
init iatives,  including 100 Free Acts of Theater ,  and col laborations 
with ar t ists and companies across Chicago and around the world 
fur ther deepen its impact .  At its core,  The Goodman bel ieves a 
more empathetic,  more connected city is  bui lt  one stor y at a t ime. 
Generation-spanning productions and programs offer theater for a 
l i fetime—from the youngest audiences in Theater for the Ver y Young 
(ages 0–5) to the beloved annual A Christmas Carol ,  now in its f ifth 
decade. Education and Engagement programs reach thousands each 
year,  the majority from underser ved communit ies .  Founded by Wil l iam 
O. Goodman and his family in memor y of playwright Kenneth Sawyer 
Goodman, the theater carr ies for ward a legacy of ar t ist ic ambit ion 
and civic generosity.  With the help of Mr.  Goodman’s descendants—
Alber t Ivar Goodman and his late mother,  Edith-Marie Appleton—
that spir it  continues to shape its future as The Goodman expands its 
impact across Chicago and beyond. 
 
The Goodman stands on the unceded homelands of the Council  of 
the Three Fires—the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations—and 
acknowledges the many other Nations for whom this land now cal led 
Chicago has long been home, including the Myaamia, Ho-Chunk, 
Menominee, Sac and Fox,  Peoria,  Kaskaskia,  Wea, Kickapoo and 
Mascouten. The Goodman is proud to par tner with the Gichigamiin 
Indigenous Nations Museum (Gichigamiin-Museum.org) and the 
Center for Native Futures (CenterForNativeFutures.org)—organizations 
devoted to honoring Indigenous stories,  preser ving cultural  memor y 
and deepening public understanding. 
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Walter Ar t ist ic Director		   Executive Director 



JOIN US IN SUPPORT  
OF OUR WORK
From first  stories to l i felong stor ytel l ing,  The Goodman’s 
Education and Engagement programs invite Chicagoans 
of al l  ages to f ind their  place in the creative process. 
Across ever y stage of l i fe,  we create oppor tunit ies  
to imagine, share and connect,  grounded in a bel ief  
in the power of the ar ts to spark joy,  strengthen well-
being and deepen our understanding of our place  
within a larger community.

Our youth summer programs are an impor tant par t  
of this work,  invit ing teens from across our region to 
come together around their  love of theater.  As they  
study writ ing,  acting, dancing and singing, they also 
learn how to give voice to their  own stories,  make 
unexpected connections wtih peers across our  
community and develop a power ful  sense of belonging.

Offered completely free of charge, these programs  
are made possible by the suppor t of thousands of 
donors .  Please consider joining us by making a gift  
today in suppor t of this work.

Visit  my.goodmantheatre.org/donate/q/educationsuppor t 
to suppor t our work.

http://my.goodmantheatre.org/donate/q/educationsupport
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E D U C A T I O N  A N D  E N G A G E M E N T  S P O N S O R S

M A J O R  S U P P O R T E R S

S U P P O R T E R S

S U P P O R T E R S

M A J O R  I N D I V I D U A L  S P O N S O R S

C O R P O R A T E  S U P P O R T  O F  P L A Y B U I L D  Y O U T H  I N T E N S I V E

C O R P O R A T E  S P O N S O R  P A R T N E RM A J O R  C O R P O R A T E  S P O N S O RM A J O R  S U P P O R T

S U P P O RT  F O R  G E NA R R AT I O N S

S U P P O RT  F O R  T H E AT E R  F O R  T H E  V E RY  Y O U N G

S U P P O RT  F O R  S U M M E R  Y O U T H  P R O G R A M S

O V E R A L L  S U P P O RT  F O R  E D U C AT I O N  A N D  E N G A G E M E NT

S U P P O RT  F O R  T H E  S C H O O L  M AT I N E E  S E R I E S

S U P P O R T E R S
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