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SIP-AND-PAINT, PLANT PRESSING, POETRY AND MORE OFFERED IN THE ALL-AGES “SWEETEST SEASON: 
A GATHERING OF INDIGENOUS CREATIVITY,” AT GOODMAN THEATRE ON AUGUST 15

***RADIO PLAY THE NEW ADVENTURES OF SUPER INDIAN BY ARIGON STARR (KICKAPOO) CONCLUDES THE DAY-LONG EVENT, PRODUCED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH GICHIGAMIIN INDIGENOUS NATIONS MUSEUM***

(CHICAGO, IL) The one-of-a-kind celebration of Chicago’s native and Indigenous artistic community returns for a fifth summer in The Sweetest Season: A Gathering of Indigenous Creativity. In partnership with Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum, The Goodman hosts a diverse array of events for all ages—including workshops, panels that highlight and celebrate Indigenous culture and artists, scholars and performers. Participating artists include Virginia Poitra (Arikara, Mandan and Hidatsa); Ruth Keyes (Seneca Nation), Saturn Dougherty (Anishinaabe/Cherokee) and Luluka Brown-Spielman (Hawaiian), members of the Indigenous Students Association at the School of the Art Institute; and writers Vince Romero (Pueblo Laguna), Aaron Golding (Seneca Nation, Beaver Clan) and Jim Terry (Ho-Chunk). The festival culminates with a performance of The New Adventures of Super Indian—a classic radio play by singer, actor, playwright and comic book author Arigon Starr (Kickapoo), directed by Kennedy Naseem, produced by Louis Vasseur (Ojibwe, Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior) and performed by an intergenerational cast of Indigenous Chicago artists. For reservations for free events and $10 tickets for The New Adventures of Super Indian, call 312.443.3800 or visit GoodmanTheatre.org/Sweetest. Media members interested in covering these events should contact Press@GoodmanTheatre.org for complimentary press passes.

“We're proud to partner with the Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum to bring Sweetest Season to The Goodman and celebrate the incredible artistry and voices of Indigenous creators,” said Goodman BOLD Producing Associate Lena Romano, who co-curated the event with staff from The Goodman, Gichigamiin and more. “Each year this festival is an invitation to gather in a welcoming space, experience exciting storytelling, and connect through art, culture and community. I’m honored to have the opportunity to collaborate with so many amazing artists for a fifth year, and I hope you enjoy this offering of art, conversations and performances.”  

“We are proud to partner with Goodman Theatre once again on Sweetest Season,” said Kim Vigue, Executive Director of Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum. “This year’s events highlight the diversity of Indigenous arts and creativity through visual art, poetry, workshops, family activities, community conversations, an Indigenous vendor fair, and a live radio play. Together, these experiences show how Indigenous artists carry traditions forward while creating contemporary work that reflects the diversity and vibrancy of Native life in Chicago today.”

2026 THE SWEETEST SEASON: A GATHERING OF INDIGENOUS CREATIVITY | Saturday, August 15
All events take place at The Goodman in the Alice Center for Education and Engagement

· 11am-12:30pm: First Impressions Plant Pressing Workshop
Learn to press flowers, leaves and other plants to preserve their color for years to come.

· 12:30-2pm: Sorrel and Sassafras Indigenous Poetry Reading
Vince Romero hosts poets Aaron Golding, Jim Terry and more.

· 3-4pm: Cedar Tea Sip and Paint
Come ready to create! Indulge in sips of cedar tea while painting a scene, guided by artist Virginia Poitra. Supplies and drinks provided. Event is for ages 18+. 

· 4-5pm: SuperYou: A Workshop for Children and Families
Leaning Oak Reservation needs your help! Join Super Indian, Mega Bear, Laguna Woman, and Diogi as they fight to stop the mysterious Blud Kwan’Tum and his evil vampire army. Through games, activities and more, children will dive into the wacky, wonderful world of the Super Indian Comics by creating their own crime-fighting superheroes.

· 4-5pm: Interethnic Solidarity Between the Indigenous People of the Americas | Art Exhibition and Discussion
Ruth Keyes, Saturn Dougherty and Luluka Brown-Spielman—members of the Indigenous Students Association at the School of the Art Institute—invite you to a discussion and presentation of art.

· 5-6pm: Sweetest Season Mixer
An event hosted by the Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum and curated by the Indigenous community for fellowship, food and conversation.

· 6-7:30pm: The New Adventures of Super Indian
Dancing Pony Productions presents The New Adventures of Super Indian by Arigon Starr, directed by Kennedy Naseem, produced by Louis Vasseur and performed as an old-time radio play featuring an intergenerational cast from the Chicago Native Community. Hubert Logan was an ordinary Reservation boy until he ate tainted commodity cheese infused with Rezium, a secret government food enrichment additive. Known as Super Indian, Hubert fights evil forces who would overtake the Reservation’s resources and population. Assisted by his trusty sidekicks Mega Bear and Diogi, they fight crime the way they know how—with strength, smarts and humor. Event recommended for ages 12+. Tickets are $10.

The Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum (formerly Mitchell Museum of the American Indian), located in Evanston, is one of a handful of museums across the country that focuses exclusively on the histories, cultures, traditions and arts of Indigenous people from the United States and Canada. Since its founding in 1977, the museum has become a cherished resource and education center committed to promoting a greater understanding of Indigenous peoples and serving as a space to celebrate their diverse cultures, rich histories, and present-day experiences and contributions. Find more information at Gichigamiin-Museum.org.

ABOUT THE GOODMAN

Since 1925, The Goodman has been more than a stage. A theatrical home for artists and a gathering space for community, it’s where stories come to life—bold in artistry and rich in history, deeply rooted in the city it serves.
 
Led by Walter Artistic Director Susan V. Booth and Executive Director John Collins, The Goodman sparks conversation, connection and change through new plays, reimagined classics and large-scale musicals. With distinctions including nearly 200 world or American premieres, two Pulitzer Prizes, 22 Tony Awards and nearly 200 Joseph Jefferson Awards, The Goodman is proud to be the first theater to produce all 10 plays of August Wilson’s “American Century Cycle.” In addition, the theater frequently serves as a production partner—with national and international companies to Chicago’s Off-Loop theaters—to help amplify theatrical voices.
 
But The Goodman believes a more empathetic, more connected Chicago is created one story at a time, and counts as its greatest legacy the community it’s built. Generation-spanning productions and programs offer theater for a lifetime; from Theater for the Very Young (plays designed for ages 0-5) to the long-running annual A Christmas Carol, which has introduced new generations to theater over five decades, The Goodman is committed to being an asset for all of Chicago. Education and Engagement programs led by Clifford Director of Education and Engagement Jared Bellot and housed in the Alice Rapoport Center use the tools of theater to spark imagination, reflection and belonging. Each year, these programs reach thousands of people (85% from underserved communities) as well as educators, artists and lifelong learners across the city.
 
The Goodman stands on the unceded homelands of the Council of the Three Fires—the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi Nations—and acknowledges the many other Nations for whom this land now called Chicago has long been home, including the Myaamia, Ho-Chunk, Menominee, Sac and Fox, Peoria, Kaskaskia, Wea, Kickapoo, and Mascouten. The Goodman is proud to partner with the Gichigamiin Indigenous Nations Museum (Gichigamiin-Museum.org) and the Center for Native Futures (CenterForNativeFutures.org)—organizations devoted to honoring Indigenous stories, preserving cultural memory, and deepening public understanding.
 
The Goodman was founded by William O. Goodman and his family to honor the memory of Kenneth Sawyer Goodman—a visionary playwright whose bold ideas helped shape Chicago’s early cultural renaissance. That spirit of creativity and generosity endures today. In 2000, through the commitment of Mr. Goodman’s descendants—Albert Ivar Goodman and his late mother, Edith-Marie Appleton—The Goodman opened the doors to its current home in the heart of the Loop. Marsha Cruzan is Chair of the Goodman Theatre Board of Trustees; Diane Landgren is Women’s Board President; and Kelli Garcia is president of the Scenemakers Board for Young Professionals.
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